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paring himself for an office to which he was formally
appointed soon afterwards, namely, that of Secretary to
a Parliamentary Commission for the improvement of Scot-
tish Jurisprudence. This Commission, at the head of
wHoh was Sir Islay Campbell, Lord President of the
Court of Session, continued in operation for two or three
years. Scott's salary, as secretary, was a mere trifle;
but he had been led to expect that his exertions in this
capacity would lead to better things. In giving a gen-
eral view of his affairs to his brother-in-law in India, he
says : "The Clerk of Session who retired to make way
for me, retains the appointments, while I do the duty.
This was rather a hard bargain, but it was made when
the Administration was going to pieces, and I was glad
to swim ashore on a plank of the wreck; or, in a word,
to be provided for anyhow, before the new people came
in. To be sure, nobody could have foreseen that in a
year's time my friends were all to be in again. . , .
I am principally pleased with my new appointment as
being conferred on me by our chief law lords and King's
counsel, and consequently an honorable professional dis-
tinction. The employment will be but temporary, but
may have consequences important to my future lot in life,
if I give due satisfaction in the discharge of it." He
appears accordingly to have submitted to a great deal of
miserable drudgery, in mastering beforehand the details
of the technical controversies which had called for legis-
latorial interference; and he discharged his functions, as
usual, with the warm approbation of his superiors: but
no result followed. This is alluded to, among other
things, in his correspondence with Mr. Southey, during
the printing of Marmion. I shall now go back to extract
some of these letters; they will not only enable the reader
to fill up the outline of the preceding narrative, as re-
gards Scott's own various occupations at this period, but
illustrate very strikingly the readiness with which, how-
ever occupied, he would turn aside, whenever he saw anyalue. In fact, though
were standing at ease after this had occurred, I was rather grumbling, I sup-
